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Come meet us 
at the Alumni 

Hospitality 
Tent on 

October 24th 
during the 

homecoming 
celebrations 

 
Go to 

www.wcsu.edu/alumni/
events.asp for more 

information. 
 

 
 
 

Check out 
our Web site  

 
Please visit the WCSU 
Alumni Nursing Society 
web site at 
www.wcsu.edu/nursing
alumni/ for lots of 
great information!  You 
can view past and 
current newsletters, 
get information on 
upcoming events, see 
the photo gallery of 
past events and get 
nursing window decal 
information.  Alumni 
membership 
applications are also 
available online.  
Thank you for your 
support! 

 
 

Notes from the WCSU Nursing Department Chair,  
Dr. Karen Crouse 

 

      Hard to believe another fall semester is 
here so soon!   We’ve been busy over the 
summer working on projects and curricular 
changes.  I am now in my third year as chair 
of the department.  It is hard to believe that 
the years pass so quickly!  The last three 
years have seen many changes in our 
department. We have had faculty come and 
go. We have weathered challenges as well 
and yet we continue to do good work 
everyday. The challenges last year included the never ending budget 
saga, the faculty search process stopping midstream as we were 
increasing our enrollments and adding locations.   
       
     In April we were notified that we received 10 years of full accreditation 
from the Commission of Colleges of Nursing (CCNE).   Not a small feat! 
We have reason to be proud! 
 

Growing Nursing Programs 
 

    Today, we have 150 students in our undergraduate program, 81 RN-
BS students and 36 students in our MS program.  The requirements for 
our undergraduate program were changed several years ago and this 
year’s sophomore class enters with a Grade Point Average of 3.0 and 
higher.  It has become a highly competitive process.  Our Student 
Committee works diligently on the process throughout the academic 
year. 
     Right now we know that we have a 97% NCLEX pass rate.  We’re 
waiting to hear from the one to two students!  We’re very proud of our 
graduates.  There are several students who are still job seeking at the 
moment.  Not a big surprise given the economy and the state of health 
care! Hopefully, all who are looking will find nursing jobs soon. 
 

Nursing Faculty News and Acknowledgements  
 

     We welcome three one year special appointments this year.  Sandy 
Lami-Jahr graciously agreed to stay on for a second year.  Her clinical 
expertise is in critical care.  She is currently teaching Clinical Nursing 
Practice III.  Linda Warren, a recent graduate of the University of 
Hartford’s MS in Nursing Education, is also teaching Clinical Nursing 
Practice III.  Her clinical expertise is in critical care.  Christine Berte, a 
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How can we help 
you? 

 
We want you to get the 
most out of your 
membership to the 
WCSU Alumni Nursing 
Society.  Please let us 
know if you have any 
ideas or concerns.  You 
can email Monica Sousa, 
RN, BSN, at 
Monissa28@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

Changed your 
name or 
address since 
graduating 
from 
WestConn??? 

Please update us 
with your new 
contact information.  
E-mail: 
alumni@wcsu.edu 
or visit us online: 
www.wcsu.edu/ia/
update.asp.   

We do not want to 
lose touch with you. 

 

 

 

For more 
information on 
alumni events 
and programs 
visit: 
www.wcsu.edu
/alumni 
 
 

 

Other News from the Department 
 

News on Programs:  We began a section of RN-BS at Danbury Hospital 
this semester.  We are very pleased to be collaborating with Danbury 
Hospital on this endeavor. 
  
Simulation News:  We welcomed the newest state of the art wireless 
SimMan 3G and are one of the only local universities to have this new 
Human Patient Simulator.  He is housed in the New ICU lab opened last 
year. Funding was provided by last years FIPSE initiative. He has 
seizures, cries, sweats, froths at the mouth, blinks and has reactive 
pupils!! 
  
We have been awarded a second FIPSE initiative from the federal 
government.  This initiative provided $220,000 for use in faculty hiring, 
lab assistant/graduate assistant positions and further development of the 
simulation technology within the department. 
  
We were able to award five Mesi Scholarships to worthy graduate 
students.  We are very grateful to Mr. Mesi for his continued support of 
the Nursing Department. 
  
 

Please consider donating equipment or funds to 
help us furnish our labs and provide services and 
scholarships to all our students.  If any master's 
prepared alumni are interested in teaching as a 

adjunct or helping us here in the department, we'd 
love to hear from you!!!!! 

 
 

Recap of Spring Event 2009 
 

We had such a great turn out for our spring event on May 6, 2009.  
Seventy-six people attended the event and we received a few new 

memberships!  Terry Tavella Quell PhD, RN, President of the 
Connecticut Nurses Association gave a wonderful presentation.  Thank 
you to all who attended.  Our next 2010 spring event is in its planning 
stages.  It will take place in the beginning of May.  We will keep you 

posted on date, time and guest speaker. 



Have a 
Wonderful 
Holiday 
Season! 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Nursing Window Decals 
 
The Alumni Nursing Society is 

selling nursing window decals as our 
fundraiser.  The size of the sticker is 
four by six inches.  The colors are black 
and white.  The cost of the bumper 
sticker is $5.00.  Below is a sample.  
See Kathy Barber, nursing department 
secretary, to purchase these window 
decals or go to the WCSU bookstore 
located in the Student Center on the 
Midtown campus.  You can also 
purchase them by contacting Monica Sousa at Monissa28@sbcglobal.net.  
Thank you for your support!!! 

 
 

Volunteers needed 

 
We are looking for people to help with the Alumni Nursing Society.  It 
does not require a lot of time.  We meet about three times a year for no 
more than an hour each time.  We plan two events each year and would 
appreciate any help anyone can give us.  Some of the areas we need 
help with are recruiting members, developing the newsletter, planning 
and setting up for events and providing ideas for activities.  If you would 
like to help, please contact Monica Sousa at Monissa28@sbcglobal.net.  
Hope to hear from you soon!!! 

 

 


