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Ed.D. in Nursing 
Education will be 
offered at WCSU 

starting in  
fall 2012!!!! 

See page 2 for details 
 
 

Find us on 
Facebook 

 

 
 

Annual 
Membership 

Dues 
 
Annual membership dues 
for the Alumni Nursing 
Society are due each 
year on May 1st. Please 
continue to support your 
Society.  We need your 
help. We have held about 
two events and two 
newsletters each year, 
keeping you informed 
about the exciting events 
that are happening in the 
nursing department and 
at WCSU. Membership 
dues help with expenses 
such as materials, 
mailings, scholarships 
and events. Please see 
the Membership and 
Pledge form enclosed.  
We thank you for your 
support. 
 
 

 
 

ANNUAL WCSU ALUMNI NURSING SOCIETY 
SPRING EVENT 

 

Date/Time: April 18, 2012 at 4 p.m. 
Location: Warner Hall, WCSU Midtown Campus 

 

Guest Speaker: Cheryl Edwards RN, MSN, CCRN, CPTC 
 

“Working Together to Donate Life” 
 

Cheryl Edwards’ expertise has always been in critical care. She worked at St Mary’s 
Hospital after graduating from their diploma program, obtaining her BSN from the 
University of Hartford. After 15 years at St Mary’s, she graduated from WCSU with 
her MSN in Nursing. This led to her position as the clinical nurse specialist for 
Neurosurgery and Trauma at Bridgeport Hospital. During the redesign process there, 
she also worked as a critical care educator and case manager. Fifteen years ago, she 
left to take a position as a donation coordinator for New England Organ Bank where 
she now holds the position of senior coordinator as well as team leader for 
Connecticut.  
 
Cheryl’s work is primarily to provide support to grieving families, and if their loved 
one is going to be an organ donor, she coordinates their care, organ allocation and 
the recovery of organs for transplant. When she is not working on a clinical case, 
she teaches, writes and presents. Through her work at NEOB, she has published 
articles and book chapters, co-authored the Clinical Pathway for the Organ Donor 
and has been a member of the National Transplant Coordinators committee for 
which she has served as chair for two years. She currently is on the Board of 
Directors for Donate Life Connecticut and a member of the Connecticut Advisory 
Council for Organ and Tissue Donation. 

 

 
The WCSU 2012 Senior Nursing Class will present their 
Senior Projects at the event.  We hope you can join us!!! 
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For more information 
about what is going on 
at WCSU go to 
www.wcsu.edu/alumni 

 

 
Please consider 
donating equipment 
or funds to help us 
furnish the nursing 
labs and provide 
services and 
scholarships to all 
of our students.   
 
If any master's level 
prepared alumni are 
interested in 
teaching as an 
adjunct or helping 
the nursing 
department, we'd 
love to hear from 
you. 

 
 

Alumni Nursing 
Society Board 

Members: 
 

Monica Sousa ’04, ’10 
Lois Crucitti ’71, ’97 
Leah Turner ’71, ’91 
Chris Beaudoin ’91 
Michelle DiMauro ’09 
Cecilia Abreu ’10 
Kristen Lamanna ’10 
Harriet Tax, 
     Faculty Emeritus 
 

 

Volunteers needed 
 
We are looking for people to help with the Alumni Nursing Society. It does not 
require a lot of time. We meet about three times a year for no more than an hour 
each time. We plan two events each year and would appreciate any help anyone can 
give us. Some of the areas we need help in are recruiting members, developing the 
newsletter, planning and setting up for events and providing ideas for activities. If 
you would like to help, please contact Leah Turner at Lturner@snet.net. We hope to 
hear from you. 

 

WCSU students help the community after fall storm 

After the devastating snowstorm that hit Connecticut last October, many people 
were left with no electricity for a very long time. Some of these people were the 
community’s most vulnerable population. People who were confined to their beds, in 
wheelchairs or who were oxygen dependent needed a place to go. Danbury Hospital 
and WCSU collaborated to help people with medical needs. A shelter was opened in 
the Bill Williams Gymnasium on campus. 

Many WCSU staff, faculty and students volunteered at the shelter, helping patients 
in need. Dr. Laurel Halloran asked for volunteers from the nursing students. She had 
an immediate response and many students worked side-by-side with her. The 
students were: Olivia D'Azanzo, Andrea Carderas, Olga Grishenkova, Grant 
Schneider, Alison Dube, Taylor Iodice, Corrine Hatcher, Dorothy Sliwonik, Diana 
Bytiqui and Erin Fahey. The nursing department is so proud of our students and the 
professionalism and compassion they demonstrated during this time of need. 

Below are photos of the shelter in the Bill Williams Gymnasium 
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